June 5, 2008

are up against it with respect to this
summer.

O 1600

I know that the distinguished major-
ity leader announced his hope that we
would have some sort of answer on this
before Memorial Day. We missed that
date. The gentleman knows our posi-
tion, that a vast majority of Members
on this side of the aisle, combined with
the Members on your side of the aisle
who have publicly said they would sup-
port the bipartisan Senate version,
would give us that answer today. But 1
understand that the gentleman is at-
tempting to mollify more Members on
his side of the aisle.

So my question would be, can the dis-
tinguished majority leader give us
some idea of when we might see some-
thing on the floor that we might vote
on that might in his judgment get
enough bipartisan support to pass in
the event that you continue not to
bring us the Senate bill?

Mr. BLUNT. Reclaiming my time, I
yield to my friend.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman
for yielding and I thank the gentleman
for his observation and question. While
I don’t have a date, I do believe that we
are making very significant progress.
You have heard me quoted as saying
that on the floor. I think that has been
true for the last, frankly, 4 to 5 weeks,
and I really think that everybody who
has been addressing has been working
in a very forthright, open and conscien-
tious way to get us to a place where we
can have legislation on the floor which
will accomplish the objective the gen-
tleman seeks.

I think we are making good progress,
and I am therefore hopeful that this
will be sooner rather than later. I don’t
want to set a date. I wanted to do it by
Memorial Day. We didn’t get there. But
we are working very hard, and I am
hopeful in the near future we will get
there.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-

fornia. Will the gentleman further
yield?

Mr. BLUNT. I further yield to the
gentleman.

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. The distinguished majority
leader has indicated we did not have
the urgency of passing this because
until August of next year it appeared
that we had certain protections. We
can’t articulate what those are here on
the floor. So I guess my question would
be, does the gentleman expect that we
will have it to vote before we leave for
our recess in August?

Mr. HOYER. Yes.

Mr. BLUNT. I thank the gentleman.

After next week, we have 2 weeks re-
maining before our July 4 District
Work Period, and I hope we can con-
tinue to work together to find a solu-
tion to that problem, to get the supple-
mental on and off the floor in a way
that it properly funds the troops, and
we get our work done. We will be work-
ing together to do that.
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the

House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for
morning-hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

————————

HONORING HOUSE PAGES

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I would
ask the pages to come up here and oc-
cupy the seats in the Chamber. Any-
where you want, either side. Maybe the
next time you occupy that seat, you
will be a Member of this body.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take
this opportunity to express my per-
sonal gratitude and the gratitude of
the entire House to all the pages who
have served so diligently in the House
of Representatives during the 110th
Congress.

This is the 16th Congress that I have
served in. I have been Chairman of the
Page Board or ranking member for
about 20, 23, 24 years. I was appointed
by Tip O’Neill. That is probably an-
cient history to you. That is very re-
cent history to me.

Mr. Speaker, I have attached a list of
the fine young people who have served
this House as pages and will include
their names as part of the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PAGES

SPRING CLASS OF 2008

Adriana Daniela Aguilar, TX; Claire
Jumanna Ashcraft, CA; Cole Salim Ashcraft,
CA; Hannah Elizabeth Barkley, MS; Maurice
Patrick Barry, MA; Erika Lauren Bertrand,
NE; Amber E. Cassady, TX; Charles E. Coe,
PA; John Cowart, FL; Maggie Carlisle Cupit,
MS; and Matt Cyr, TN.

Carlos DeLaTorre, TX; Stephanie Diaz, HI;
Brandon Estes, FL; Kelly Jo Fuller, GA;
Shara Guarnaccia, NJ; Philmon Ghirmai
Haile, WA; Jane Elizabeth Hamm, OK; Kath-
leen Shea Howard, NC; Michael J. Janusa,
TX; Evan R. Johnson, IA; and Matt Jolley,
UT.

Tara Marie Kelly, MA; Esther Kofman, CA;
Satchel Clay Kornfeld, OR; Lauren LaVelle,
CA; Thomas Lerum, CA; Brian Licata. NJ;
Victoria Linville, TN; Jessica L. Malekos-
Smith, CA; Jill E. Marshall, NY and Tara
Mason, MO.

H5019

Elizabeth Milner, MS; Elizabeth L.
Monsma, CA; Tiana Moore, CA; Jesse Mark
Neugebauer, NE; Kaleigh Elizabeth Nolan,
NY; Courtney Shene Owens, SC; Daniel
Pavlovic, CA; Emma Peel, TX; Jacob Wil-
liam Peeples, MA; Ashley S. Pierce, DC; and
Wylee M. Price, NM.

Miles Pulsford, KY; Andre Renaldo
Fernandez, PR; Elizabeth Ann Reynolds, WA;
Yi Ping Caitlin Patricia Roberts, VA; Max D.
Robertson, NC; Jason Oliver Roman, NY;
Jeffrey P. Schumacher, OH; Lea Shipman,
AK; Hannah Leigh Shuman, FL; and Katie
Smith, CA.

Feddie Justin Strickland,
Stroster, MI; Alexandria Christian
Templeton, AL; Callie Sioux Tysdal, SD;
Timothy Wainwright, PA; Megan Walden,
CA; Nicki Warner, WV; Gabriel M. Weinstein,
MD; Nicole M. Westergaard, IA; and Kiyan H.
Williams, NJ.

To the Page Class of Spring 2008—Thank
you and good luck!

I am sure you will pick up several
copies of that RECORD when you go
home.

We all recognize the important role
that congressional pages play in help-
ing the U.S. House of Representatives
operate. This group of young peobple,
who come from all across our Nation,
represent what is really good about our
country.

To become a page, these young peo-
ple have proven themselves to be aca-
demically qualified. They have ven-
tured away from the security of their
homes and families to spend time in an
unfamiliar city. Through this experi-
ence, they have witnessed a new cul-
ture, made new friends and learned the
details of how government operates.

As we all know, the job of a congres-
sional page is not an easy one. Along
with being away from home, the pages
must possess the maturity to balance
competing demands for their time and
for their energy. In addition, they must
have the dedication to work long hours
and the ability to interact with people
at a personal level. At the same time,
Mr. Speaker, they face a challenging
academic schedule of classes in the
House Page School.

You pages have witnessed the House
debate issues of war and peace, hunger
and poverty, justice and civil rights.
You served this House during a time of
war. Many pages have never experi-
enced that. You have seen the awesome
responsibility Members of this House
have when they vote on that question
of war and when they vote on the fund-
ing of that war. You have witnessed a
great deal of real history.

You have seen Congress at moments
of greatness, and you have seen Con-
gress with all its human frailties. You
have witnessed the workings of an in-
stitution that has endured well over 200
years. No one has seen Congress and
Members of the Congress as close up as
you have. I am sure that you will con-
sider your time spent in Washington,
D.C., to be one of the most valuable
and exciting experiences of your lives,
and that with this experience you will
all move ahead to lead successful and
productive lives.

Mr. Speaker, as Chairman of the
House Page Board, I ask my colleagues

SC; Lianna
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